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16 to 12 or from 12 to 10 became almost universal in the United
States. But the eight-hour movement as such \\as destroyed
for the time being.

Due in part to that incident and to the resentment of the
workers because they had lost so much that they could have
obtained and due to certain local conditions, political rather
than economic, in various cities the local movement undertook
political campaigns and organized a political party in Chicago,
Milwaukee, St Louis, Boston, and New York This resulted
in the organized labor movement of New York City launching
into a campaign which nominated Henry George as mayor of
the city. It was my privilege to enter into that campaign with
the men (there are a few of them in this room now) who
were active at the time. I aided to the very best of my ability.
Henry George received 68,000 votes and came very near elec-
tion. Some claim that he was really elected, but that in the
last hours many of the supporters of Theodoie Roosevelt who
was the mayoralty candidate of the Republican Party aban-
doned him and cast their votes for Abram S. Hewitt, who was
the Democratic candidate for mayor.

After the campaign closed and the election was held, the
movement took on another phase. It was called the Progres-
sive Labor Party. They admitted to membership not only the
men of organized labor but what had popularly been called by
a great many the "brain with brawn" or "brain with labor."
The campaign was carried on with such scandalous results,
that nearly all the men of labor who had some self-respect had
to hold themselves in the background for fear that they might
be besmirched with "the incidents which occurred in the campaign.

In Germany, the trade-union movement having been dis-
solved by Bismarck and the organizations of labor not having
the right to exist, went to its death for the time. Then, when
there was a slight moderation of that order, the trade-union
movement of that country was organized from the top down.
There were executive officers who imposed their will upon the
rank and file. There was no democracy of administration, of
construction, or of the right of the membership to determine
policies. Benefits were paid by the officers of the general or-
ganization. These officers had the power to determine whether
the workers were entitled to the insurance and other benefits.
It was a matter of power vested in the executives. You can
imagine how necessaty it was for the rank and file to endeavor